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AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 1 OF 2 LISBON 3201 

E.O. 11652: XGDS4 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, PO 

SUB J : LABOR MINISTER TOMAS ROSA COMMENTS 

REF: LISBON 3172 (DTG 131038Z MAY 76) 

SUMMARY: LABOR MINISTER TOMAS ROSA IS 

CONCERNED ABOUT CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS, WHICH HE 

SEES AS DANGEROUS FOR THE DEMOCRATIC EVOLUTION OF PORTUGAL. 

HE FEARS THAT TWO MILITARY FIGURES AS PRESIDENTIAL 
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CANDIDATES WILL DIVIDE THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. HE 
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FAVORS THE CANDIDACY OF SOCIALIST LEADER MARIO SOARES. 

ROSA DESCRIBES THE "BYZANTINE PATTERNS" DEVELOPING 
IN PORTUGUESE POLITICS AND WHAT HE REGARDS AS FAVORABLE 
TRENDS IN THE LABOR SCENE. HIS COMMENTS ARE REPORTED 
IN DETAIL IN VIEW OF HIS FORTHCOMING VISIT TO THE UNITED 
STATES AND HIS PAST RECORD OF PERCEPTIVE AND ACCURATE 
INSIGHTS INTO THE POLITICAL SITUATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . LABOR MINISTER CPT TOMAS ROSA MET WITH LAB ATT ON MAY 11. 
FOLLOWING ARE THE MAJOR POINTS COVERED: 

2. PRESIDENTIAL MANEUVERING: ROSA MAINTAINED THAT 
PORTUGAL IS ON THE BRINK OF A SITUATION WITH DANGEROUS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE FUTURE OF PORTUGUESE DEMOCRACY. 

AN ELECTORAL CAMPAIGN BETWEEN EANES AND PINHEIRO AZEVEDO 
WOULD FIND MOST MILITARY LEADERS SUPPORTING EANES. 

HOWEVER, PINHEIRO AZEVEDO'S ESTABLISHED REPUTATION AND 
POPULAR APPEAL WOULD MAKE HIM A WINNER OVER EANES, WHO 
PROJECTS A SALAZAR-LIKE ASCETIC IMAGE. THE ENDORSEMENT 
OF EANES BY POLITICAL PARTIES AND LEADERS IS NOT SUFFICIENT 
TO WIN THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, AS THE CAMPAIGH WILL BE 
BASED ON PERSONALITIES RATHER THAN PARTIES. PINHEIRO 
AZEVEDO'S TABLE THUMPING STYLE WOULD DESTROY EANES IN ANY 
FACE TO FACE DEBATE ON TELEVISION. 

3. EANES CANDIDACY: THE PERSONS PUSHING EANES TO STAND 
FOR THE PRESIDENCY DO NOT HAVE EANES'S BEST INTERESTS IN 
MIND, BUT ARE DOING SO FOR THEIR OWN REASONS. FOR EXAMPLE, 

THE PCP AND UDP HOPE HE WILL RUN IN ORDER TO REMOVE 

HIM AS ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF, WHERE HIS COMMAND ABILITY 
IS SORELY NEEDED. THE FAR RIGHT SUPPORTS HIM AS AN 
AUTHORATIVE FIGURE. 

4. MOST IMPORTANT, THE OFFICER ALIGNED WITH 
ANTUNES SEE EANES'S CANDIDACY AS A 

WAY OF RETAINING THE POLITICAL POWER WHICH THEY HAVE 
COME TO COVET. SHOULD EANES BE DEFEATED, WHICH THEY DEEM 
LIKELY, THEY FORESEE A PINHEIRO AZEVEDO PRESIDENCY 
WHICH WOULD THROW THE COUNTRY INTO SUCH TURMOIL THAT 
WITHIN SIX MONTHS THE MILITARY WOULD HAVE TO STEP IN 
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AND GOVERN. 

5. POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS: ROSA BELIEVES, IN SPITE OF 
THE APPARENT JELLING OF THE EANES AND AZEVEDO 
CANDIDACIES, THAT MANY CARDS REMAIN TO BE PLAYED PRIOR 
TO THE MAY 27 DEADLINE FOR NOMINATIONS. ROSA WAS HOPEFUL 
THAT THERE MIGHT BE ONE AGREED MILITARY CANDIDATE, OPPOSED BY 
A CIVILIAN, SOARES. THIS WOULD AVOID A DIVISION IN 
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THE MILITARY AND FACILITATE THE ELECTION OF SOARES. 

6. PIRES VELOSO CANDIDACY: ROSA HAD PUBLICLY 
DECLARED FOR GENERAL PIRES VELOSO IN ORDER NOT TO BE 
IDENTIFIED WITH EITHER THE EANES OR AZEVEDO CAMPS. 

ALTHOUGH PIRES VELOSO HAD HANDLED HIS PRE-CANDIDACY 
POORLY, HE STILL HAS SUBSTANTIAL SUPPORT AMONG THE 
DEMOCRATIC PARTIES AS WELL AS THE MILITARY. HIS 
PERSONAL STYLE IS SIMILAR TO THAT OF AZEVEDO 

AND HE COULD EMERGE AS THE AGREED MILITARY CANDIDATE. 

ROSA SAID HE IS IN FREQUENT CONTACT WITH PIRES VELOSO. 

7. COSTA GOMES - AZEVEDO CONNIVANCE: ROSA 
BELIEVES THAT AZEVEDO AND COSTA GOMES HAVE AGREED 
TO SUPPORT EACH OTHER AND DIVIDE THE POSTS OF 
PRESIDENT AND ARMED FORCES CHIEF OF STAFF. 

THERE IS A PRECEDENT WHICH COULD BE CITED TO ALLOW COSTA 
GOMES TO SERVE AS CHIEF OF STAFF EVEN THOUGH HE REACHES 
COMPULSORY MILITARY RETIREMENT AGE IN JUNE. 

8. SOARES CANDIDACY: MARIO SOARES HAD INDICATED TO 
INTIMATES TWO WEEKS EARLIER THAT HE WOULD BE A CANDIDATE 
IF THE MILITARY COULD NOT COME UP WITH AN AGREED CANDIDATE. 
ROSA HOPED THAT THE AMBASSADOR WOULD URGE SOARES TO STAND 
FOR ELECTION. SOARES WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE MILITARY 

AS PRESIDENT. HOWEVER, HE COULD NOT GOVERN WITHOUT 
"INDEPENDENT" MILITARY GIRURES IN KEY POSTS, SPECIFICALLY, 

AS MINISTERS OF INTERIOR, LABOR, AND COMMUNICATIONS. 

WITHOUT SUCH MILITARY SUPPORT A SOARES GOVERNMENT COULD 
NOT TAKE THE DIFFICULT AND UNPOPULAR MEASURES WHICH ARE 
NECESSARY TO RESTORE THE NATIONAL ECONOMY. THIS DID NOT 
MEAN ROSA FAVORED REPRESSIVE MEASURES, BUT ONLY THAT HE 
RECOGNIZED THAT THE NEW GOVERNMENT MUST HAVE THE ABILITY 
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TO DEAL FIRMLY WITH ITS PROBLEMS. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LISBON 03201 02 OF 02 141244Z 
43 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 
NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SAM-01 
TRSE-00 COME-OO EB-07 LAB-04 SIL-01 AF-08 OPIC-03 
/096 W 

002772 

R 141039Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LISBON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7107 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMCONSUL OPORTO 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL PONTA DELGADA 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION NATO 
DIA WASHDC 

USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 2 OF 2 LISBON 3201 

9. INTERNAL POLITICAL DYNAMICS: ROSA SAID THAT IF HE 

LEFT THE MINISTRY OF LABOR NOW, ALL THAT HE HAD ACCOMPLISHED 
IN BREAKING PCP CONTROL IN THE MINISTRY WOULD BE UNDONE 
WITHIN THREE MONTHS. LEFT-WING SOCIALISTS WERE TOO EASILY 
FALLING FOR THE PCP'S CONCILIATORY LINE. EVEN INTERIOR 
MINISTER ALMEIDA COSTA ALLOWED LEFTIST ELEMENTS LIKE CDR COSTA 
CORREIA INTO HIS MINISTRY. 

10. ROSA'S FUTURE: SEVERAL ANTUNES SUPPORTERS, INCLUDING 
ALVES AND CRESPO HAD TOLD ROSA IT WOULD BE BETTER IF 
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HE DID NOT CONTINUE IN POLITICS. ROSA SAID THIS 
WAS A REPETITION OF WHAT OCCURRED IN SEPTEMBER 1975 
WHEN THE SOCIALISTS BROUGHT HIM INTO THE GOVERNMENT 
EVEN THOUGH THE GROUP OF "NINE" DID NOT SUPPORT HIS 
NOMINATION AS MINISTER. ROSA SAID THE POSTS OF MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE AND MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS HAD BEEN TENTATIVELY 
"DANGLED" BEFORE HIM. HE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN DEFENSE 
ONLY IF CONTROL OF THE PARAMILITARY GNR POLICE AND THE 
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NATIONAL MUNICIPAL PSP POLICE WERE INCORPORATED UNDER 
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. OTHERWISE THE DEFENSE POST IS 
LARGELY ADMINISTRATIVE WITH NO OPERATIONAL RESPONSI- 
BILITIES. THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS IS A HOT POTATO 
INVOLVING ENFORCEMENT OF THE PRESS LAW. THE SOCIALISTS WOULD 
BE HAPPY TO GIVE THIS POST TO THE MILITARY. NOTABLY, HE 
HAD NOT BEEN OFFERED THE INTERIOR MINISTRY 
EXCEPT IN PRESS SPECULATION. ROSA ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HIS 
EXPERIENCE AS MINISTER HAD INSPIRED POLITICAL AMBITION 
AND INDICATED THAT HE WOULD NOT YIELD TO PRESSURE FROM 
ANTUNES SUPPORTERS TO WITHDRAW. 

11. INTERNAL MINISTRY POLITICS: ROSA TOLD SOARES 
HE WOULD STAY AS MINISTER OF LABOR IN THE NEW 
GOVERNMENT ONLY IF SECRETARY OF STATE FOR LABOR 
MARCELO CURTO WAS SHIFTED TO ANOTHER MINISTRY. CURTO, 

LONG A LEADING SOCIALIST PARTY FIGURE IN LABOR AFFAIRS, 

IS NOT POLITICALLY MATURE IN ROSA'S OPINION. THERE HAS 
BEEN NO OPEN BREAK BUT THE TWO MEN DO NOT WORK WELL 
TOGETHER. IN CONTRAST, ROSA HAS CONFIDENCE IN HIS NEWLY 
APPOINTED AIDE, PELAGIO MADUREIRA, AND IN HIS ASSISTANT, 
SUB-SECRETARY OF LABOR ANTONIO MALDONADO. 

12. LABOR AFFAIRS: ROSA INDICATED THAT THE CURRENT TREND 
FAVORS THE DISSOLUTION OF INTERSINDICAL AND ITS REPLACEMENT 
BY A NEW LABOR CONFEDERATION. THE CONCILIATORY LINE ADOPTED 
BY THE PCP HAS PERMITTED AN INCREASING SOCIALIST ROLE IN 
LABOR AND HE FORESAW THAT THE SOCIALISTS COULD COME TO PLAY 
THE DOMINANT ROLE IN A NEW CONFEDERATION. 

13. ROSA SAID HE WAS MOVING AGAINST THE PCP ON THREE 
LABOR FRONTS: 
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- DIRECTORATE OF RELATIONS WITH LABOR ORGANIZATIONS 
(DROT): ROSA COMMENTED THAT BROT LEADER DIAS SOMEWHAT OVER- 
STEPPED HIMSELF, DEMONSTRATED POOR JUDGEMENT, AND HAD 

TO BE RESTRAINED. IN ADDITION, DIAS AND HIS PCP(M-L) FRIENDS 
SUPPORTED THE PPD IN THE LEGISLATIVE ELECTIONS AND ARE IN 
BAD FAVOR WITH THE SOCIALISTS. 

- THE CENTER FOR LABOR STUDIES (CES): UNDER THE LEADER- 
SHIP OF PEL A GIF, MADUREIRA, THE CES CLOSELY AFFILIATED WITH 
THE ICFTU AND THE SOCIALIST PARTY. THE CES HAS CONTACTS 

WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE SECRETARIATS 
AND IS CURRENTLY THE MOST EFFECTIVE VEHICLE FOR INFLUENCING 
LABOR THROUGH ITS PROGRAM OF TRAINING SEMINARS. 

INDEPENDENT GROUP: AN INDEPENDENT, LOOSELY FORMED 
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GROUPING OF MILITARY, MEDIA, AND POLITICAL ASSOCIATES ARE 
WORKING WITH ROSA THROUGH A VARIETY OF CHANNELS TO UNDER- 
MINE PCP INFLUENCE IN LABOR. WHILE ITS METHODS ARE SOME- 
WHAT UNORTHODOX, ROSA EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT THE 
EFFECTIVENESS OF THIS ASSOCIATION. 

14. COMMENT: ROSA HAS CONSIDERABLE SELF-INTEREST 

IN SUPPORTING SOARES' OR PIRES VELOSO'S CANDIDACIES AS HE 
IS KNOWN TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH BOTH. 

15. IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT ROSA DID NOT MENTION THE COURT 
ACTION WHICH THE MINISTRY OF LABOR HAS INSTITUTED AGAINST 
INTERSINDICAL TO REMOVE ITS LEGAL RECOGNITION. THIS COULD 
WELL INDICATE, AS ROSA IMPLIED ON AN EARLIER OCCASION, 

THAT THE COURT ACTION IS IN THE NATURE OF HARASSMENT AND 
WILL HAVE LITTLE PRACTICAL EFFECT EVEN IF A FAVORABLE 
RULING IS ACHIEVED. 

16. MANY OF ROSA'S COMMENTS REPORTED ABOVE ARE MORE 
SPECULATIVE THAN USUAL AND SOME ARE AT VARIANCE WITH THE 
VIEWS EXPRESSED BY OTHER OBSERVERS. HIS OBSERVATIONS ARE 
REPORTED IN DETAIL IN VIEW OF ROSA'S FORTHCOMING VISIT TO 
THE UNITED STATES (REF A) AND HIS PAST RECORD AS A 
PERCEPTIVE AND ACCURATE OBSERVER OF PORTUGUESE POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS. 

CARLUCCI 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 04 LISBON 03201 02 OF 02 141244Z 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PERSONAL OPINION, ELECTION CANDIDATES, POLITICAL LEADERS, POLITICAL PARTIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 MAY 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LISESON03201 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X4 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 86-1 063 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760554/aaaabuct.tel 

Line Count: 309 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 6 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 LISBON 3172 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 12 FEB 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <12 FEB 2004 by morefirh>; APPROVED <29 JUL 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LABOR MINISTER TOMAS ROSA COMMENTS 
TAGS: ELAB, PINT, PO, (ROSA, THOMAS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



